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Butter  -  Ifith  fluid  nilk  and  creajn  talcing  a  liigli  porcGntago  of  the  increasing  nilk 
supply,  loutter  was  at  aji  all  tine  low  for  March,    The  supply  is  still  very  light, 
"but  general  opinion  is  that  "butter  will  loecone  norc  plentiful  with  the  advent  of 
the  usual  normal  gain  in  nilk  production  during  Ajpril,  May  aiid  June. 

^gfiis  -  Hot  nuch  chraigo  on  the  egg  narket.    Production  and  supx)lics  have  "been  in- 
creasing, with  top  grades  noving  into  storage,    Denand  is  good.    Prices  renain  at: 
Grade  A  Large  40t^,  Mediuns  37^^,  Snails  raid  Grade  B  Large  37^^. 

Poultry  -  The  suxDply  of  live  poultry  coning  to  narket  has  iDeen  rather  light,  thus 
naJcing  fresh  dressed  poultry  supplies  light  on  the  narkot.    This  coupled  v/ith  a 
tight  neat  situa.tion  has  stinulated  denand  for  storage  stocks.    Live  hroilcrs, 
fryers,  roasters,  and  "both  Leghorn  aiid  colored  fowl  have  advanced  up  to  or  near 
ceiling  prices,  hut  there  are  sufficient  supplies  of  fowl  3^  pomids  and  over* 


Beef  "  Although  nore  cattle  cane  to  narket  this  v/eok,  consuner  denand  for  heef 
slackened  as  a  result  of  lorolongod  lahor  stoppages,  sone  dealers  believe.  V/ith 
norc  grass  fed  cattle  on  the  narket,  the  quality  of  heef  is  nostly  Connercial  to 
Good  grade. 

Laxih  -  The  nunher  of  sheep  and  lanhs  arriving  on  the  narket  was  less  than  half 
as  najay  as  for  the  previous  week.    Rains  curtailed  the  receipts  of  spring  lanos, 
a.lthougli  they  made  up  the  "bulk  of  total  receipts.    Denand  v/as  slov;  for  all  classes. 

Pork  -  Plog  supplies  v/oro  larger  this  past  week  with  denand  good  for  all  cuts  of 
pork.    Sliced  packa.ged  "bacon  and  snoked  hans  were  in  nore  li'boral  supply,  too, 

PRUITS  Al-^I)  y.3]Gi]Ti\BLi^S 

The  yellow  ajid  green  of  .grapefruit  and  a.vocados  are  fruit  hasket  colors  t.hcse  days, 
since  these  are  the  only  two  fruits  in  nodera.te  supply,  with  prices  unchaiiged. 
Lenonettos  a.re  the  next  hest  huy.    Orajir-ces .  apple s  and  pears  are  all  scarce  a.t 
ceiling  prices. 

Potatoes  are  the  hest  vegeta"ble  buy  v;ith  Alaneda  County  strav/"borry  rhu"barh  running 
second  choice  with  supplies  heavier  and  price  lov/er.    Pair  "buys  this  week  are: 
Cauliflower,  higher  hut  "better  quality,  lettuce  with  ceiling  price  dovrn,  peas  in 
heavier  supply  aaid  lower  priced,  _svanach_ thougli  a  little  hif^Iier,  and  Italiaji  squash. 
Artichokes  ai'e  hi^^ier  v/ith  supplies  li/^^.ter.    Bad  v/eather  has  lorevented  cutting 
of  asparagus  in  valleys  so  that  suppl^^  is  helov/  nornal  though  sone  heavier  than 
last  week;  price  is  dovm.    Broccoli  is  getting  scarce  and  high.    Moderate  supplies 
of  caDL>ar.:e  are  hi^^Iier.    Celery  supplies  are  lij'r^iiter,  price  little  lov/er.  Sv;eet 
potatoes  are  fairly  scarce  at  ceiling.    Mexican  tonatoes  are  in  better  su^Dply  and 
quality  at  ceiling.    Ceiling  x^i^ice  on  onions  is  up  and  they  are  scarce. 
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Butter  -  Butterfat  con-f-inues  to  "be  diverted  into  channels  other  thsja  "butter 
mailing,  v/ith  the  result  that  putter  production  is  at  a  25*- year  low.  Supiolies 
are  far  short  of  demand.    Some  consumer  relief  to  this  critical  situation  is 
seen  with  "better  suiDplies  of  margarine  appearing  on  the  market. 

Eggs  -  Tliere^s  no  need  for  anv  one  to  do  without  his  "breaiifast  egg  these  days. 
^Ss;^  production  continues  on  the  increase,  with  liloeral  supplies,  especially 
the  sncJ-l  sizes,  in  retail  outlets.    Prices  remain  michanged  at*    C-rade  A  Large 
40-3-^,  Hediujns  37 J^,  Smalls  oo-|^,  and  C-rade  B  Large  37^^ •    Top  grades  are  moving 
into  storage  at  an  ahove  normal  rate* 

Poultry  -  !Tith  large  reserves  of  cold  storage  stocks  on  the  market  at  the  "begin- 
ning of  this  week,  the  market  was  not  c^uite  as 'firm  as  it  has  "been.    Live  prices 
on  small  sized  Leghorn  hens  dropped  2S  as  a  result  of  less  demand  and  larger 
receipts.    All  classes  of  young  chickens  and  v/inter  packed  yomig  torn  turkeys 
are  in  strong  demand  with  an  advance  of  1^^  on  the  turkeys. 


Beef  "  With  an  in-hetween,  vdnd-up  fed  season  on  cattle  and  the  he  ginning  of 
grass  fat  ca^ttle  season,  fewer  hoof  were  slaughtered  this  weok.    Demand  wa.s 
good  for  the  general  run  of  q_uality  ra.nging  Corm:iercial  to  G-ood. 

Lgmh  -  Although  the  sheep  kill  as  a  v/hole  was  less  this  week,  th3r3  was  a  li'Ooral 
slaughter  of  old-crop  Irjiih  in  an  effort  -0  end  their  season  and  nsko  Way  for 
heavier  slp,ughter  of  spring  Irmhs.    Crood  to  Choice  lainlDS  were  in  good  donriid, 
v;hile  demaaid  was  less  for  other  classes  of  lam"b  and  mutton. 

Pork  -  The  hog  sla.ughter  was  less  this  week,  "but  moderate  ajnomits  of  fresh- 
pork  moved  on  a  good  demand.    There  was  more  sliced  "bacon  availa"ble,  along  v;ith 
more  smoked  hsjns  a„T)pearing  in  retail  chaiinels. 


TS  MD  ^Gj]TA3L£1S 


Although  a  lit-le  higher  priced  than  last  v/eei:,  avocados  and  ,q:ra^e fruit  remain 
the  two  "best  fruit  huys.    Moderate  supplies  of  lemons  remain  a.t  unchcaiged  prices, 
Apule s  and  oraaigos  a.re  sca.rce.    A  fev/  Salinas  s trawherries  have  appeared  on  the 
market,  an  indication  that  Spring  is  really  here  and  that  we  can  look  for  more 
plentiful  fruit  supplies  "before  too  Ion 


'ig. 


Best  vegeta."ble  "buys  are:    Heavier  supplies  of  asprTa.^us.  lov/er  priced,  potatoes, 
v/ith  new  ones  a  little  cheaper,  plentiful  supplies  of  rhuharh.  quite  cheap,  and 
Italiajn  squash,  fairly  cheap  nov/.    Pair  "buys  are:     Cauliflower,  celery,  lettuce . 
peas.,  s'pinach  ajid  shammer  squash.    Artichokes .  "broccoli,  cahhage.,  mushrooms .  and 
Bell  Tpep'oers    is-  higher  v)riced.    Onions .  sweet  ->jotatocs  aad  tomatoes  are  scarce 
at  ceiling.    A  l^oxury  item  are  hothouse  "beajis  from  Contra  Costa  county  at  high 
•price. 
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Butter  -  Supplies  in  retail  outlets  remain  far  short  of  den?3di***?To3Aict i on  gain 
is  iDcing  rr.pidly  r.lisorDed,  for  the  nost  p?.rt ,  in  producing  centers,  v/here  Pacific 
Coast  and  Inter-nount ain  states  showed  a  5/^  increase  this  last  v/eek.    The  peak 
of  production  is  ospected  to  be  reached  in  June. 

3gr'^s  ~  The  su-pply  is  good  with  production  novr  alnost  equal  to  the  1945  record. 
Then,  too,  a  larger  voluiie  of  eggs  has  "been  moving  into  storage  for  civilirJi  use. 
Ho  change  in  prices:     3-rado  A  Large  40|-^,  Mediujns  Snails  3o-|(5,  ?iid  C-rado  3 

Large  37^^. 


Poult ry  -  Over  the  end  of  the  week,  the  market  saw  literal  supplies  of  live 
poultry,  hut  the  supply  of  5''oung  chickeiiG  ("broilers,  fryers  ojid  roasters)  v/as 
insufficient  to  meet  pre-Saster  dcnriids.    Leghorn  hens  are  in  good  supply  at 
prices  2  to  3^  lower,    I'/ith  demrjid  good  for  turkeys,  old  hen  tiorkeys  advrjnccd 
to  "bring  oGJ-  to  5r|^  at  Sra  Prrr.cisco. 


Mj]Ar 

Beef  -  The  supply  of  "beef  this  v/oek  was  some  "better  as  the  result  of  more  grass 
fat  cattle  coming  to  market  vhq.  the  discont inurn.ce  of  set-aside  recuiremcnts  on 
Q-ood  md  Choice  grades  for  the  r.ilitary.  Grades  miged  from  CcrimercirJ.  to  Choice 
with  ConmercirJ.  and  Utility  cow  meat  in  good  supply*    Dcmrnd  v;as  good  for  Good 
grade  cuts  of  steer  m.eat« 

Lam'b  -  An  encouraging  note  for  the  Saster  season  is  found  in  looking  at  the 
li"beral  supply  of  spring  lam"bs  now  on  the  market.    Good  raid  Choice  grades  are  in 
good  dor.rj.id.    Commercial  to  Utility  grade  old-crop  lam'Ds  are  now  practically 
a"bsent  from  the  market. 

Pork  -  A  look  at  the  hog  m^.rket  shows  us  that  there  has  "been  a  decline  in 
L'Jaughter,  with  fresh  pork  supplies  "belov;  demand.    Sliced,  package  "bacon  is  in 
bottcr  supply  ,  hut  sm.oked  hrms  are  in  light  supply. 

?:^7ITS  A^T)  Y3G3TA3L:]S 


C:he  fruit  basket  color  scheme  for  this  v/eek  is  green  with  avocados  the  best  buy 
at  slightly  lower  prices  rnd  in  fairly  heavy  supply.    Gra]x? fruit  are  in  moderate 
s"!:;pply  rt  higher  prices,  v/hile  orpjiges  are  scarce.    Increasing  quantities  of 
s^.r/.wbo .tries  arc  appearing  on  the  market,  but  the  supply  is  still  light  and  the 
pi  i'j^  higiio 

Acp,pjrc-/r\s  heads  the  list  of  good  vegetable  buys,  with  supplies  quite  heavy  raid 
tho  price  about  as  cheap  as  it  \vill  get,    Hliubarb  is  r.nother  good  buc^  with  prices 
fairly  cheape    Potatoes  continue  a  good  buy,  v/ith  the  first  Kern  Coiinty  potatoes 
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Butter  -  Production  and  receipts  of  Dutter  have  "been  at  such  low  levels 
slight  gains  have  iDeen  unnoticea"ble  in  trade  channels,    I'^ith  the  usual  seasonal 
increase  in  milk  production  and  restriction  of  the  use  of  hutterfat  in  tne 
manuf actvjre  of  ice  cream  and  whipping  cream,  distri^butors  are  looking  for  a 
larger  supjply,  possihly  as  early  as  May  1, 

jj-zgs  ^  Despite  reports  that  feed  shortages  are  causing  producers  to  reduce  their 
laying  flocks,  egg  receipts  at  pa.cking  plants  are  approximately"  equal  to  those  of 
a  year  ago.    There  are  plenty  of  eggs  of  all  grades  at  ujichanged  prices  of  - 
Grade  A  Large  40|^,  Mediums  37-|-^  and  Smalls  33|^, 

Poultry  -  On  the  live  poultry  market  increased  marketing  of  Leghorn  hens,  together 
v/ith  a  limited  demand  for  this  class  of  fov/l,  sav;  prices  drop  2  to  Sj^^J  on  all 
sizes.    Moderate  supplies  of  young  chickens  continue  to  Tdo  in  strong  demand. 

I-GIAT 


iinisning  up 


Beef  -  I'ot  too  much  heef  a.vailaTDle  is  the  picture  this  week.  The 
of  the  fed  season  on  cattle  and  the  beginning  of  the  new  grass  season  found  most 
slaughterers  caoUtious,  as  replacement  costs  on  live  cattle  wore  higher  and  offer- 
ings insufficient  to  moot  requests.    Practically  no  firm  operated  to  capacity  on 
iDeef. 

Lamb  -  The  last  v/eek's  supxoly  of  lamb  (mostly  Spring  lambs)  v/as  above  normal  v/ith 
more  than  tv/ice  as  ma.ny  head  received  on  the  wholesale  market  as  wore  received  the 
previous  week.    The  bulk  of  supply  was  '3-ood  and  Choice  grades  with  a  sharp  reduc- 
tion in  Commercial  and  Utility  grades. 

Pork  -  v7ith  a  limited  hog  slaughter  ajid  orders  being  filled  on  a  reduced  quota 
basis,  the  supply  of  fresh  pork  cuts  this  v/eck  v/as  not  big  enough  to  go  around. 
On  the  encouraging  side  v;as  a  better  supply  of  bacon. 

PRUITS  Al'D  Tl^OilTABLZlS 


Avocados  are  in  good  sux3ply  at  slightly  lower  prices  and  top  the  list  of  fruit 
buys.    G-raiDC fruit  is  about  the  only  second  choice  buy  at  slightly  bclov/  ceiling 
Ijricos,  since  oranges  and  aipiples  arc  scarce,    Strav/berries  are  liglit  in  supply 
ajid  still  high» 

About  as  cheap  as  it  v;ill  got,  as-oararJ.s  caoi  novj  be  classed  a  good  buy.  Lettuce 
in  plentiful  saT)ply  is  a  good  buy,  as  v/cll  as  s-oinach  ajid  all  soft  saur;sh,  v/hich 
is  cheap,  v;hilo  potatoes  remain  in  the  good-buy  group,    Pa.ir  buys  include:    Art i- 
choke s  in  heavier  supply  and  lov;er  priced,  caulif lov/or .  celery,  and  •ocas  in  moder- 
ate supply  at  unchajiged  prices.    Dry  onions  are  now  obtainable  without  difficulty. 
Tomatoes  remain  a.t  ceiling.    3lr,ck  Valentine  beans  rjnd  C-olden  Cross  sv;cet  corn 
from  Texas  are  new  arrivals  on  the  majrkot  this  v/eek,  but  of  course  fall  in  the 
luxury  cla.ss» 
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Butter  -  There  is  nothing  outstanding  to  report  on  the  butter  situation, 
tion  is  at  a  record  low  and  most  retail  stores  are  without  supplies  most  of  the 
time. 

i]ggs  -  Although  the  peak  of  production  has  passed,  egjg;  receipts  at  country  packing 
plants  are  on  an  upv/ax-d  trend.    Reason  —  13/b  fev/er  eggs  were  set  in  hatcheries 
on  the  West  Coast  during  the  period  April  1  to  15  than  were  set  a  year  ago»  Tfith 
no  change  in  prices,  top  grades  continue  to  move  into  storage. 

Poultry  -  ilxcept  for  fryers  and  roasters,  which  are  still  scarce,  poult ry  receipts 
have  been  adequate  to  meet  the  moderate  after-Saster  demand.    Dragging  on  the 
market  are  small  size  Legliorn  fowl  with  prices  6  to  7^  holov:  coiling.    Large  size 
Leghorn  fov/l  are  in  "better  demand  as  are  old  hen  turkeys  at  P. 0.3.  San  Prancisco 
price  of  39-|-tj  and  42^zJ  to  retailers. 

Beef  -  I'o  increase  in  beef  supply.    The  total  head  of  cattle  received  on  the  market 
this  past  week  was  200  less  than  for  the  jrovious  week.    Steer  and  heifer  "beef 
made  up  the  bulk  of  slaughter  on  a  wide  range  of  quality  of  mostly  C-ood  to  Commer- 
cial grades. 

Lamb  -  '.vith  sheep  and  lanib  receipts  1700  head  above  those  of  the  v/oek  before,  a 
liberal  slaughter  of  lamb  was  the  week's  feature,    G-ood  and  Choice  quality  grades 
predominated. 

Pork  -  Power  hog  receipts  this  week  saw  fresh  xoork  cuts  in  very  light  supply,  while 
domazLd  continued  good, 

FRUITS  AilD  VS!C-^TA3LB]S 

Plentiful  supplies  of  ."icrape fruit ,  more  spring  strawborrios >  and  more  or^jigos  in 
sight  bring  with  them  a  more  cheerful  tone  to  fruit  ncv;s.    May  1  to  11  has  boon 
designated  as  a  period  in  v/hich  to  "i}AT  VSSM  G-EAPj3PRUIT , "  v/hich  is  now  abundant 
and  contains  that  essential  vitamin  C,    With  a  change  in  coiling  price  duo  May  1st, 
w;o    can  look  for  more  oran,^-es ,  x^^o'^^ibly  in  moderate  supply,  and  that's  good  nows. 
Strawberry  supplies  have  been  steadily  increasing  along  v;ith  a  50^  to  $1.00  per 
tray  price  drop,  and  scheduled  to  go  lower.    Avocados  continue  to  be  plentiful  and- 
a  good  buy, 

C-ood  vegetable  buys  include:    Asparagus,  slightly  higher  priced;  potatoes,  both 
new  and  old;  and  summer  and  Italian  squash.     In  the  fair  buy  class  there  are: 
Artichokes  in  moderate  to  fairly  heavy  supply,  cabbarce  slightly  lov;or  in  price, 
caulif lov/er.  ce le ry  in  liberal  supply  at  mode-rate  price,  lettuce,  peas,  small- 
sized  tomatoes,    Si^inach  is  a  little  bit  more  exixjnsive.    Goachella  &  Inperial 
tomatoes  are  on  a  dovmward  price  movement.    Onions  are  quite  plentiful  now.  S^^eet 
potatoes  are  scarce,    Texas  Golden  Cross  ^;  Coachella  \;rhite  corn,  along  v/ith  field- 
grown  Texas  cucumbers  rnd  Black  Valentine  beans,  is  a  luxury  still* 


